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Brendan Simms is Professor in the History of European International Relations in the
Department of Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge. He is
the Director of the Centre of International Studies at Cambridge and a Fellow at
Peterhouse.

Previously, he served as Research Fellow at Christ Church, University of Oxford; Official
Fellow and Director of Studies in History at Peterhouse; and Lecturer in International
Relations and then Reader in the History of International Relations at the Centre of
International Studies, Cambridge.

Professor Simms has authored numerous papers, articles and book chapters, and co-
edited several volumes on foreign policy, including The Primacy of Foreign Policy in
British History, 1660-2000 (Palgrave, Basingstoke, 2010) and Humanitarian intervention:
A History (Cambridge University Press, 2011). He is also the author of several books,
including Unfinest hour: Britain and the destruction of Bosnia (Allen Lane, London,
2001), which was shortlisted for the BBC's Samuel Johnson Prize for Non-Fiction 2002,
and Europe: The struggle for supremacy, 1453 to the present (Allen Lane, London,
2013), which was shortlisted for the Lionel Gelber Prize.

Simms has sat on the Editorial Boards of German History (1999-2003), Ricerche di
Storia Politica (since 1993) and Zeitschrift fuer Staats- und Europawissenschaften (since
2009). He has also served as Trustee of the Bosnian Institute (London), on the Executive
Committee of the British-Irish Association, as Honorary Treasurer of the German History
Society, as Member of the Military Education Committee at Cambridge and on the
Academic Advisory Council of the Military-historical Research Institute in Potsdam.

Simms has also been a member of the Strategic Advisory Panel of the Chief of the
Defence Staff between 2010 and 2013, a Nobel Fellow in Oslo in 2012 and a Fellow of
the Carl Friedrich von Siemens Stiftung in Munich in 2012-2013. He has also been
involved in policy work through the (Conservative) BOW Group, the (Labour) Foreign
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Policy Centre, the British Irish Association, and the Bosnian Institute (London). He is Co-
president of the Henry Jackson Society and founder of the Project for Democratic Union.

Professor Simms has spoken on BBC 4, BBC World Service, RTE and numerous Balkan
radio programmes and has been interviewed by The Times, Der Spiegel, various Balkan
newspapers and many other publications. He has given lectures in Britain, Ireland,
Germany, Croatia, Bosnia and Serbia on various aspects of the Bosnian War. He has
also written numerous articles and reviews for the Times Higher Educational
Supplement, Observer, Sunday Times, Sunday Telegraph, Spectator, The Times,
Independent, Guardian, Los Angeles Times, Evening Standard, London Review of
Books and Wall Street Journal.

Published 11/08/2014




